Professor Lipke Holthuis, born in 1921, had a scientific career in taxonomy and natural history that extended from his first publications in 1941 (two papers on the stomatopods) until beyond his death in 2008, the last publication appearing in 2009 (a chapter with Peter Ng on ''Nomenclature and Taxonomy'' in an edited book on prawns). He was truly Mr. Malacostraca. His output through those 69 years [yes, 7 decades long] is truly staggering: 617 publications; 12,795 pages; including papers that erected 2 new families, 5 new subfamilies, 83 new genera, and 338 new species of mostly crustaceans, but also including some plants. He authored most of this work alone, as a single author, although he occasionally did collaborate with others. The mind boggles at the intensity of this output. Such a level of productivity is even more amazing when we recognize that Holthuis not only carried on research in the taxonomy of malacostracans, but also took on a considerable workload as an editor of Crustaceana, Zoologische Verhandelingen, Zoologische Mededeelingen, and the short-lived series Crustaceorum Catalogus. Of course, as we are told in a series of introductory chapters by the editors of this book and some of Holthuis' colleagues, the man lived and breathed crustaceans -arriving at work at the Leiden Museum around 5 AM every work day, leaving at 6 PM, inevitably taking work home to keep him busy in the evenings and on weekends. Moreover, even his hobby, book collecting, was largely directed at accumulating an incredible collection of crustacean literature.
Hence, as with all great taxonomists, we now have a volume that commemorates the man and his achievements, and quite a book it is -5 cm in thickness. Some 87 of his colleagues and friends provided papers.
The first chapter by the editors (Fransen et al., 2010 ) provides an overview of Holthuis' life and a graphic analysis of his scientific output. Holthuis' species are listed and a comprehensive bibliography of his publications is provided; this latter is invaluable to have for assembling and checking citations, and compiling reference lists. A second chapter (Vervoort et al., 2010) offers personal recollections of Lipke Holthuis; it is a charming compilation of memories. It accords with my own recollections of the man from my years in Nederland. One could get the impression that Holthuis was nothing but a workaholic and incorrectly assume that he had to be something of a drudge. This chapter, however, puts that to rest. The image that emerges of Holthuis from these vignettes is that of a reserved, perhaps shy, but warm human being -kind and helpful, willing to share his time and knowledge.
After these opening chapters a series of papers follows, arranged in alphabetical order by first authors, that deal with the taxonomy and natural history of malacostracans. Appropriately, the first of these chapters by Ahyong (2010) deals with stomatopods, just as Holthuis' very first publications did. Of course, it is the nature of such memorials of a taxonomist that a fair number of patronyms be created: to wit 7 new genera of which 4 honor Holthuis, and 49 new species of which 44 commemorate Lipke. There are of course more than enough examples of ''Xus'' holthuisi and ''Yus'' lipkei, but some names are rather ingenious, e.g., Eosamon nominathuis, or Parasesarma liho. Some might view this name spinning as over the top, and I suspect Lipke Holthuis himself would have been embarrassed by it all (we are told he forbad such a mass commemoration of his 1986 retirement and his 2001 80 th birthday while he was alive). Nonetheless, it's nice; it is what taxonomical colleagues do on these occasions. The papers are of uniformly high quality.
I suspect for those people who are not taxonomists, this volume might appear as too specialized. The first two chapters are well worth reading, and the book should definitely find a place on the shelves of libraries because of the solid science in it. It is a fitting tribute to a man who so effectively advanced our knowledge of the biodiversity of malacostracans, especially decapods and stomatopods.
